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Background of PSZ Clay Center’s Schoolworks  

 Schoolworks was designed by Doug Jeck, chair of ceramics at the School of Art at the University of Washington. 

Jeck’s connection with Zanesville, Ohio, began when he served as a juror for the 2015 Zanesville Prize for Contemporary 

Ceramics. He returned to Zanesville for a three- month stay at Pioneer School in 2016 when he collaborated with Christine 

Golden, winner of the first Zanesville Prize,to create eleven heads, the subject of the acclaimed video “Duet” by Doug Swift 

https://vimeo.com/192652904. Swift’s new video “10 Days of Clay” https://vimeo.com/240316672  focuses on the 2017 

Zanesville Prize, PSZ Clay Center and Jeck’s first Schoolworks’ Team which included Kelsey Duncan, Shauna Fahley, Joe 

Freeman, Christine Golden, and Ben Jackel.  

Schoolworks sessions are organized by professional ceramists and/or teachers (Team leaders) who engage colleagues and 

outstanding students to live and work together to develop new expertise and artistic expression with unique perspectives 

and vigorous trajectories. 

 Schoolworks sessions will be available at PSZ Clay Center in the Summer of 2019.  

Selections of Schoolworks participants 

Participants come in teams organized  by leading ceramists and teachers (Team Leaders) who detail innovative programs in 

proposals to the Schoolworks Selection Committee.  

How to apply 

Team leaders organize a team to apply together and request applications from David Mitzel, Director of Appalachian Hills of 

Ohio Territory, the parent nonprofit of PSZ Clay Center, at mitzel@ahoot.org. Applications for the Summer 2019 Schoolworks 

will be available on May 1, 2018. Proposals submitted by August 15th will be considered and decisions on early acceptance will 

be announced on October 6th.  Decisions on proposals submitted by November 1st will be announced on December  

Studios, Living Quarters and Amenities 

The 30,000 square-foot PSZ (Pioneer School Zanesville) Clay Center features studios served by three kilns, living quarters and a 

great room kitchen/dining area with a spectacular view of the city center.  Team leaders will have 750 square-foot living 

quarters that include a bathroom and small kitchen area. Team members will have large private rooms. A full complimentary 

laundry facility is on the residential floor. A library and exercise area overlook downtown from the landing. A game room offers 

pool, ping pong and foosball. Eleven acres of fields and woods are adjacent on Pioneer Hill.  

Cost 

The fee for each team member is $1000 for a three-week residence. Team Leaders have travel and residence expenses paid. 

For information on 2018 summer residencies at PSZ Clay Center, please 

contact Katie Sleyman at ktsleyman@gmail.com. 



 

 

The Community 

Zanesville,Ohio  
 

Zanesville is located at the confluence of two rivers 50 miles east of Columbus, Ohio, on Interstate 70. It has a rich history as 

“Pottery Capital of the World”. More than 200 artists participate in First Friday art walks. Both the Zanesville Prize for 

Contemporary Ceramics (odd years) and the All Ohio Contemporary Ceramics Competition (even years) open to the public over 

Columbus Day weekend. 

The Zanesville Museum of Art has an impressive collection of Ohio pottery unrivaled in the collections of local works including 

Weller, Roseville, McCoy and many others. 

The Clay Center of Ohio (formerly the Ohio Ceramic Center) with its display of historic regional ceramics is located nearby in 

the Roseville-Crooksville area. 

The Alan Cottrill Sculpture Studio and Gallery, which features the world’s largest collection of bronze sculptures by a living 

artist, is located a short walk from the PSZ Clay Center. It is Trip Advisor’s number one tourist destination for the region. 

Pottery Week is celebrated each July in Zanesville, Crooksville and Roseville. Pottery collectors come to Zanesville from across 

the United States to sell and swap pottery and stories.   

The Y-Bridge Arts Festival brings tourists, visual artists in a variety of mediums and performing artists to Zanesville the first 

weekend of August. 

The Zane Grey/National Road Museum features an impressive ceramic collection, Zane Grey memorabilia, and modes of 

transportation from wagons to steam engine autos. 

Downtown Zanesville has established an Arts and Culture District with live-work space buildings available for purchase by 

artists. Some recent buildings have sold for less than $20,000. 

The Zanesville Appalachian Arts Program (ZAAP) is a membership group of artists headquartered at 625 Main Street where 

shows change monthly. 

 Seilers’ Studio and Gallery, the venue for the first and third Zanesville Prize for Contemporary Ceramics, is at the heart of the 

Seventh Street Art Corridor. 

The Masonic Temple Building in downtown Zanesville houses studios and galleries for more than 50 artists who offer fine art, 

jewelry, relics and a variety of exercise and meditation programs. 

The Artist Colony of Zanesville sponsors the monthly First Friday Art Walk. Studios and galleries Include the Art Loft and the 

Paul Emory Gallery. 

The Yan Sun Art Museum is a must visit at Sixth and Main Streets for the highly regarded work of Sun and guest artists. The site 

is the finest Art Deco building in the region. 

Appalachian Hills of Ohio Territory is an award-winning non-profit organization that operates from Pioneer School and works 

with the PSZ Clay Center to bring events and educational programs to the region. 

 


